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We are ready to break 
ground on the LightHouse 
Women & Children’s Shelter 
and need your help to 
shine the light of hope.

Last year reinforced that the need 
for a women and children’s shelter in 
Berks County has never been greater. 
Did you know that over 200 women 
and children were temporarily 
sheltered in rooms at a local hotel? 
Sadly, that program has now ended. 
This is why we would like to begin 
the six-month construction phase 
of our new LightHouse Women & 
Children’s shelter.

While COVID did not change our 
mission, it did delay our fundraising 
efforts and increased the cost of 
construction materials and services. 
Due to these skyrocketing costs, 
our total campaign goal for the 
LightHouse Shelter has been 
increased to $4 Million. Despite the 
pandemic, our faithful donors have 
pledged over $2 Million toward the 
campaign. We are so thankful to be 
halfway to our goal!

We would like to begin construction 
as soon as possible. Please consider 
how you can help us raise the 

COVID didn’t impact 
our goal of building the 
LightHouse Shelter, 
only our timing.

The renovation of an existing 
25,000 sq. ft. building at 
Hope Rescue Mission in 
downtown Reading will be 
home to the LightHouse 
Women & Children’s Shelter.

remaining $2 Million in order to 
provide this crucial resource to  
the most vulnerable members of 
our community. Although this is a 
big number, nothing is impossible 
for God!

Together, let us shine the light of hope 
for women and children in need!

Your gift will 
help us begin 
construction.



For more information and caring ways for you to 
support the Hope Rescue Mission, plus a list of 

most-needed items, visit our website:

www.HopeForReading.org
645 N. 6th Street • Reading, PA 19601 • 610-375-4224

Duane B., an Army Veteran with an extensive 
work background including eight years in law enforcement, 
recently celebrated his graduation from the Discipleship 
Program and moved into his own apartment. Since 
graduating Hope, Duane regularly helps with grounds-
keeping at the Mission, and he visits and encourages friends 
here throughout the week. As he puts it, “Continuing to 
attend classes keeps me grounded and part of the Hope 
community which combats the isolation of living alone.”

Julius S., a recent program graduate who moved 
to the south side of Reading, has remained connected to 
the Hope family. Julius is employed at the Mission on our 
facilities team. He co-leads the facilities cleaning team with 
a current disciple, and he says his dedication to Hope is, 
“nothing more than paying back what I’ve been given, from 
shelter, food, love, awesome case management and support  
of everyone from top to bottom... most importantly from  
the very top, God!”  We celebrate Julius’ graduation, 
sustained sobriety, hard work, and as he puts it with a big 
grin, “complete restoration!”

Frank M. is close to realizing his goal of returning 
to independent living. Frank has been leading our laundry 
department since we upgraded to commercial equipment 
to launder each guest’s clothes and linens weekly. Since 
graduating from our Discipleship Program, he is now part 
of our newly formed Hope Works Team. Frank and his team 
are being paid to clean the Penn St. business district daily. As 
he states, “I’m just happy to be able to serve and continue to 
grow in Christ, and however He decides I can make an impact 
is where I want to be.”

Graduation Highlights


