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Thanks to the faithful prayers 
and financial investment of our 
supporters into this ministry, 
we are planning on opening the 
LightHouse Women & Children’s 
Shelter this year! 

Your generosity has helped us raise 
$3.5M of the $4M needed for 
construction. Although the pandemic 
prolonged our building campaign 
and increased material costs, we are 
excited to begin renovations to re-
purpose our existing, on-site 25,000 
sq. ft. Hope Outlet building into the 
LightHouse Shelter.

The LightHouse will not look, or feel, 
like a typical homeless shelter. At risk 
guests experiencing crisis in their lives 
will be welcomed into private suites 
with their own private bathrooms, rather 
than a traditional communal dormitory 
experience with non-family members.

Our team of case managers will 
identify LightHouse guests’ most 
acute needs and connect them to all 
available resources in the community. 
All clothing, personal care items, and 
laundry services will be provided to 
our guests on a daily basis. Three meals 
will be served daily in a family-style 
dining hall to encourage fellowship  
and friendships among guests, staff,  
and volunteers.

A children’s activity room will 
provide children a safe environment 
to be enriched spiritually by staff and 
volunteers, while mom is attending 
professional meetings, Bible studies, 
and volunteering at LightHouse.

In addition to raising the remaining 
funds for the building campaign, our 
greatest need is to identify where the 
Hope Outlet thrift store and donation 
warehouse will be relocated. 

We would prefer to stay as close to 
our current location as possible. Hope 
Outlet provides amazing volunteer and 
vocational development opportunities 
for our shelter guests and members 
of the community. Hope Outlet 
provides significant revenue for our 
shelter programs as well as access to 
affordable, second-hand clothing and 
furniture to the community.

As we embark on our 128th year of 
ministering to homeless men, we are 
so excited to extend this life-saving 
and life-restoring ministry to women 
and children. When men come to 
Hope, we help them put their broken 
lives back together. 

Through the LightHouse, we 
will work with young children so 
that they do not suffer the same 
hardships and life experiences that 
are associated with homelessness.
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For more information and caring ways for you to 
support the Hope Rescue Mission, plus a list of 

most-needed items, visit our website:

www.HopeForReading.org
645 N. 6th Street • Reading, PA 19601 • 610-375-4224

Code Blue Testimonial
Herbert entered our 

winter emergency 
shelter program, Code Blue, 
on January 6th. He came to a 
point of desperation to change 
his life after he realized he was 
in an unhealthy, downward 
spiral. A drug addiction led to 
him losing his apartment and 
committing low-level crimes 
to support his addiction daily. 

Since coming to the Mission, 
Herbert has found it to be a 
safe and caring environment. 
He says that connecting 
with staff has been easy for 
him, and staff have gone out 
of their way to help him 
with anything he needs. 
Herbert has been staying 
busy volunteering under the 
kitchen staff and attending 
daily Bible studies and chapels, 
which he has found very 
uplifting and inspiring.

Although Herbert did not 
come from a religious 
background, he always had a 
curiosity about spiritual things 
and read different parts of the 
Bible and other spiritual books 
on his own. 

Herbert has recently decided 
to accept Christ into his life 

and follow Him. He wants 
to stay at the Mission for at 
least several months to grow 
in his new faith, have stability 
in his life, and then find a job 
that can support him living a 
positive and productive life. 

Please pray for Herbert 
and other guests of the 
Mission. If you volunteer 
at Hope, look for Herbert 
and encourage him to 
keep going in a positive 
direction!


