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Walking Again by Faith
Mike S. came to the Mission in 

May of 2021 at the lowest point 
in his life. In November of 2021, Mike 
moved into his own apartment with a 
new lease on life. His journey has been 
difficult, but he hopes his story will 
encourage others enduring hard times 
this Christmas season.

Mike was born in Phillipsburg, NJ and 
grew up in NY and PA with his mother 
and siblings. Mike’s father passed away 
from cancer at a young age. Mike was 
devastated to also lose a twin brother  
to cancer at a young age.

Mike studied electronics at a technical 
school and repaired copy machines 
after college. He was married for 11 
years but suffered heartbreak from that 
relationship ending in a divorce. Mike 
battled depression, which intensified 
when another one of his brothers took his 
own life. Despite suffering from his own 
health issues, Mike was able to take care 
of his mother the last four years of her life 
and treasures the time they had together 
before her passing.

The pandemic took a heavy toll on Mike’s 
life in many ways, including causing his 
ex-wife and children to move out of the 
area. Mike’s finances took a turn for the 
worse, and he was overwhelmed with 
emotional pain. On April 26th of this 
year, after the water and electric were 
turned off in his apartment, Mike lost his 
will to live. He lost the lower part of 
his left leg in a suicide attempt.

Mike says he suffered more psychological 
pain than physical pain. He spent two 
weeks in the hospital and then came to 
the Mission at the lowest point in his 
life — nowhere else to go and now in a 
wheelchair.

Mike says the six months he spent at 
Hope saved his life. He reconnected with 
his faith in God through uplifting chapel 
services and Bible studies. He developed 
many friendships which renewed his 
desire to live. Mike found purpose in 
encouraging others enduring hard times. 

Mike inspired OT Interns from Alvernia 
and PSU Berks to start a fundraiser and 
install stairlifts at Hope, which will now 
bless men in wheelchairs for many years 
to come!

Mike is enjoying his new 
apartment, and as he learns to 
walk again with a new leg, he 
says he will take each step by 
faith, with renewed Hope!

Mike and 
Alvernia OT 
Interns, Kat 

and Alex



With the falling temperatures, our Code Blue Emergency 
Shelter Program is in full swing. As men come to Hope 
directly off the streets, we provide a warm bed, three meals 
daily, clothing, toiletries, and so much more. Most of us 
take these basic necessities for granted.

 Will you join us this year in meeting the physical and 
spiritual needs of the men seeking refuge at Hope? Please 
consider making a financial donation or order items from 
our Amazon Wish List – HopeForReading.org/donations

Code Blue

Our first ever 5K Patriot 
Run celebrating veterans and 
first responders was a special 
morning honoring our heroes! 
Two days after Veterans Day, 
over 200 individuals met at 
Gring’s Mill to run and walk 
a beautiful course. Thank you 
to the 36 corporate sponsors 
who helped make this event a 
success. A special thank you to 
our top event sponsors:  
Adams, Laventura & Associates, 
GT Church, Stork’s Plows, 
Cornerstone Law, and West 
Lawn UMC!

“From all of us at Hope Rescue Mission, 
thank you for your generosity throughout 
the year, and we hope you and your family 

have a very Merry Christmas!”
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